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the sentence was not always passed where the law
sanctioned it, many revolting executions took place
at that time, such as when a boy of thirteen was hanged
for stealing a few shillings and on the scaffold cried
for his mother. Some still living among us can
remember gibbets on heath and turnpike and
executions that took place in public. The influence
of such retribution as these things indicate and
which to some extent determines the attitude of the
natural man in all of us towards our fellows, appears
to find fertile ground in the young of our poorer and
rougher communities. " What shall I do with him ? "
asked the headmistress of an infants' school in such
a quarter after discussing with a class just under the
average age of five the misdemeanour of one of their
number. " Look, he is very sorry," she added.
" Whip him," said several, although corporal punish-
ment was not used in the school. " But look how he
is crying, I am sure he is sorry ; shall we not forgive
him ? " they were asked. " No," it was urged by
the more clamorous, although no doubt many were
silently sympathetic, " I should give it him, Miss

------,   now you  have  got him.    Perhaps  he won't

do it again " (meaning, you may not have another
chance), and so on. Instinctive pugnacity and its
off-shoots of vindictiveness and retribution must have
been noticed by all observers in children, and
particularly in those who are left, as so many of our
neglected children are, in a condition of indiscipline
for many hours daily.

In theory, and too often in fact also, such retribution
is still the law of many a home : the threats of death,
or of being " taken away " to a reformatory school